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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: "a 
communication network 206" should be "a communication network 214" [page 5, 
paragraph 0016] and "the communication network 314" should be "a communication 
network 214" [page 7, paragraph 0025]. 

2. Claim 1 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: in claim 1 1 
"method of claim 11" should be "method of claim 10". 

Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 6-8 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. Claim 6 is vague and indefinite because 
unclear whether "the email" of claim 6 is identical to "the message" claimed earlier. For 
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examination purposes the Examiner treat "the message" and "the email" as the same. 
Claim 20 states "method" however it is dependent in a system claim. The examiner 
notes "method" should be changed to "system" and the examiner will treat the claim as 
such. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Sparks 
et al., Patent No. US 6,256,008 (hereinafter Sparks). 

Referring to claims 1, 4, 10, 13, 14 Sparks teaches a method for providing secure 
access to a message on a digital device using a screen saver, the method comprising: 

activating the screen saver if no activity is detected within a predefined period of 
time [column 1, lines 28-44; the screen saver operates during the period when the 
computer is idle which is inherently activating the screen saver if no activity is detected 
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within a predefined period of time]; 

determining if a message has been received [column 1, line 53-column 2, line 
8; column 4, lines 10-41; fig. 3; the user is notified when a message is received and 
the screen saver is active]; 

determining whether the screen saver is active [column 4, lines 10-41; fig. 3; 

identifying a message notification configuration if a message is received and the 
screen saver is active, wherein the message notification configuration identifies at least 
one user-defined destination at which a user is to be notified [column 4, lines 10-41; 
fig. 3; the user is notified when a message is received and the screen saver is active]; 

notifying the user of the received message at the destination [column 4, lines 
10-41; fig. 3; column 4, lines 47-54]; 

executing an authorization routine to determine whether the user has entered a 
correct authorization code [column 4, lines 10-41; fig. 3-5; column 5, lines 46-57; the 
screen saver checks for a password inherently determine whether the user has entered 
a correct authorization code]; and 

providing the message to the user at the destination without disabling the screen 
saver if the user has entered the correct authorization code [column 2, lines 36-50; 
column 4, lines 10-41; fig. 1, 3-5; column 5, lines 46-57; providing the message to 
the user as stated above is through a network]. 

Referring to claims 2 and 16, Sparks teaches the method further comprising 
displaying the message to the user without executing the authorization routine if the 
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screen saver is not active [column 4, line 47-54; column 5, line 57 - column 6, line 
3; fig. 4 and 5; the user can see the displayed message without executing the 
authorization code]. 

Referring to claim 3, Sparks teaches the method, wherein providing the message 
to the user at the destination includes determining if the message is to be delivered as a 
voice message or as a text message, and converting the message to a voice message 
if required [column 3, lines 1-24 and fig. 1; the message cab delivered as a voice 
message or as a text message]. 

Referring to claim 5, Sparks teaches the method, wherein the network includes a 
public branch exchange [column 3, lines 1-67 and fig. 1]. 

Referring to claims 6 and 17, Sparks teaches the method, wherein providing the 
message to the user without disabling the screen saver includes displaying the email in 
a pop-up window that is accessible while the screen saver is active [column 4, lines 
17-28; column 4, line 47-54; column 5, line 57 - column 6, line 3; fig. 3-5; displaying 
virtual notepad and pager (equivalent to an email a pop-up window) while the screen 
saver is active]. 

Referring to claims 7 and 18, Sparks teaches the method, wherein the pop-up 
window includes a plurality of message buttons that enable the user to respond to the 
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message while the screen saver is active [column 4, lines 17-28; column 4, line 47- 
54; column 4, line 66 - column 5, line 8; and fig. 3-5; a plurality of message buttons 
that the user uses to respond]. 

Referring to claims 8 and 19, Sparks teaches the method, wherein the message 
can be deleted only after deactivating the screen saver [column 4, lines 3-6; once 
deactivating the screen saver, the computer resumes normal operation which is 
inherently delete the displayed message]. 

Referring to claim 9, Sparks teaches the method, wherein the entered 
authorization code is a biometric identifier, and wherein executing the authorization 
routine includes comparing the entered biometric identifier to a stored biometric 
identifier [column 5, lines 35-57; fig. 2; the user input is detected possibly a voice 
command and touch sensitive input device which is inherently a biometric identifier]. 

Referring to claim 1 1 , Sparks teaches the method, wherein the predefined 
criterion is a priority of the received message [column 4, lines 10-17; fig. 3-4; the 
screen 300 is "locked" (equivalent to the predefined criterion) that is first the priority of 
the received message]. 

Referring to claim 12, Sparks teaches the method, comprising enabling the user 
to respond to the message while the screen saver is active [column 3, lines 57-61; 
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column 5, lines 8-20; fig. 4; to execute function such as to "send" a message 
(equivalent to respond to the message) button used while the screen saver is active]. 

Referring to claim 15, Sparks teaches A system for providing secure access to a 
messages using a screen saver, the system comprising: 
a processor [column 3, lines 40-45; fig. 2]; 

a memory accessible to the processor [column 3, lines 40-45; fig. 2]; and 

a plurality of instructions stored in the memory for execution by the processor, 
the instructions including: 

an instruction for activating a screen saver if no activity is detected within a 
predefined period of time [column 1, lines 28-44]; 

an instruction for determining if a message has been received [column 1, line 
53-column 2, line 8; column 4, lines 10-41; fig. 3]; 

an instruction for determining whether the screen saver is active [column 4, 
lines 10-41; fig. 3]; 

an instruction for retrieving a message notification configuration if a message is 
received and the screen saver is active, wherein the message notification configuration 
identifies at least one user-defined destination at which a user is to be notified [column 
4, lines 10-41; fig. 3;; 

an instruction for notifying the user of the received message at the destination 
[column 4, lines 10-41; fig. 3; column 4, lines 47-54]; 

; an instruction for executing an authorization routine to determine whether the 
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user has entered a correct authorization code [column 4, lines 10-41; fig. 3-5; column 
5, lines 46-57]; and 

an instruction for providing the message to the user at the destination without 
disabling the screen saver if the user has entered the correct authorization code code 
[column 2, lines 36-50; column 4, lines 10-41; fig. 1, 3-5; column 5, lines 46-57]. 

Referring to claim 20, Sparks teaches the method, wherein the system further 
comprises email software [column 1, lines 6-9 and column 5, lines 26-34; the system 
uses messaging program which inherently email software] . 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yonas Bayou whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7610. The examiner can normally be reached on m-f,7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Del Sole can be reached on 571-272-1 130. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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